HOW STRONG IS  BRITAIN?
carry on without fear of disorganization from air raids,
and the government proposes to take measures to ensure
that all new buildings, and in particular new factories,
will be built in the future with a view to withstanding
bombs. In the event of war a section of the army is
to be attached to the police force in order to maintain
order during air raids and to repair all damage. In
this respect the plans of the British government probably
go farther than those of other governments, but the
authorities are very slow in performance.
The next point in our list relates to the safeguarding
of supplies, etc., from abroad, and with this we come
to the fleet and its strategic problems. When the
warships which were on the stocks in Great Britain and
in all other countries at the beginning of 1938 have all
been launched the British Navy will be the most power-
ful in the world in all categories, in battleships, cruisers,
and destroyers. Only in submarines will Britain take
third place after Italy and France. The comparatively
small naval forces of the Dominions have been included
in this calculation.
Great Britain's command of the sea is vested primarily
in her battleships and battle-cruisers, those monsters of
fire-power and armour which can overwhelm every-
thing smaller than themselves whilst running little or no
risks. The two post-war battleships H.M.S. Rodney and
H.M.S. Nelson are still the most powerfully armed ships
afloat. They have no rivals to fear anywhere. Their
speed is great enough to force battle upon most of the
vessels in their own class. The building of such
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